Open letter: Community leaders call for prevention and early intervention
focus at NSW Drug Summit

Friday, 29 Novemlber 2024

We are writing to you ahead of the upcoming Drug Summit, as we believe that this significant
event presents a unique opportunity for meaningful, long-term reform in the approach to drug-
related issues in our state. We urge you and your colleagues to place a strong emphasis on
prevention and early intfervention in the discussions and outcomes of the Summit.

Drug harm in New South Wales affects not only those who use drugs, but also their families,
communities, and the healthcare system. While harm reduction strategies and treatment are
essential, evidence shows that successfully addressing drug harm requires a balanced, proactive
approach including efforts in prevention and early intervention.

Prevention efforts, particularly those that are community led and place based, can help build
resilience and provide young people with the tools they need to reduce drug related harm. Early
intervention, and support for parents and families, can also make a significant difference in
preventing and reducing drug related harm.

Research consistently shows that the earlier we engage with individuals the more effective our
interventions are. Investing in programs that target at-risk populations—such as youth in
disadvantaged communities, individuals with mental health issues, and those exposed to
tfrauma—uwill help reduce the strain on health and social systems in the long tferm. Prevention is not
only important in improving wellbeing, but is cost effective, with every $1 invested in prevention
returning around $14.

We urge you to advocate for a robust framework at the summit that prioritises resources for
prevention and early intervention, including:

1. Increasing the number and capacity of NSW communities participating in place-based
prevention of AOD related harm:

2. Developing and implementing targeted information and behaviour change programs and
support for young people and their families

By investing in these inifiatives, we can reduce the demand for crisis-driven responses and create
a healthier, more resilient society.

Prevention and early intervention should not be an afterthought but a cornerstone of the Summit
outcomes to address drug harms in New South Wales.

We hope that the upcoming summit will be an opportunity for bold, fransformative change in the
government’s approach to drugs, one that focuses on supporting young people in our efforts to
reduce harm. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,



Cara Varian, CEO
NSW Council of Social
Service

Dr Erin Lalor, Chief
Executive Officer
Alcohol and Drug Foundation
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Danielle Manton,
Chairperson
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Matilda Centre

Maree Teesson, Director
Matilda Centre
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Monique Cardon, Chief
Executive Officer

Mark Russell Burling, Chief
Executive Officer, Wellington
Aboriginal Corporation
Health Service
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Louise Hammond, CEO
Midjuburi Youth Resource
Centre

Niamh Mannion,
Executive Director
St Vincent de Paul Society
NSW
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Robert Stirling, CEO
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Joe Coyte, Executive Director

The Glen Centre
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David Honeysett, Mental
Health & Alcohol & Other

Drug Operations Manager

Royal Flying Doctor Service
(South Eastern Section)

Rovyal Flying Doclor Service
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Natasho Curry

Natasha Curry, CEO
A Sound Life Limited



Obinia Panker

Olivia Parker, Director
Arts Mid North Coast
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Samey Minkara,
CEO & Founder
Street Industries
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Reidne Bean

Deidre Bear,
Youth Manager
Nambucca Valley Youth
Service Centre
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Nambucca Valley
Youlh Services Centre Inc
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Michelle Barry, Team Lead -

Child Health Promotion
Healthy Cities Illawarra
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Suzie Coulston,
General Manager
Kyogle Together Inc
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Darren Mumford, Youth
Programs Manager
Mid North Coast Community
College
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Daniel Gobena, CEO
Mount Druitt Ethnic
Communities Agency
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Meamia Mithell

Maria Mitchell, Manager The

Ulladulla & Districts
Community Resources
Centre
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Jhan Leach, Executive Officer
Blacktown Women’s and
Girl’s Health Centre

Blacktown

Women's and Girl's Health Centre
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Cayce Hill, Owner/Manager
Funhouse Studio
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Btephen Lunny

Stephen Lunny, Community
Development Worker
Surry Hills Neighbourhood
Centre
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Surry Hills
Neighbourhood Centre

Rosalie Bryant, Grants and
Development Manager
Byron Youth Service
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Leone Crayden
Chief Executive Officer, The
Buttery
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Roger Horton, Manager
Bellingen Youth Hub
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Stephen Neale, NSW
Community Development
Manager Community
Housing Limited
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Kale Buight
Kate Bright,
Community Engagement -
Social Inclusion
Gosford Regional
Community Services
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Valentina Angelovska, CEO
2Connect Youth &
Community
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L eaunne Clayk

Leanne Clark, Manager
Kincumber and District

Neighbourhood Centre
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Dr Alison Salmon

Dr Allison Salmon
Director, The Centre for
Impact & Change

The Centre
for Impact
. & Change

Eva Gang Onie

Eva Sanz Orio,
Community Services
Coordinator Murwillumbah
Community Centre
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Daniel Kicuroskis

Daniel Kicuroski
NSW Branch Director
Pharmacy Guild of Australia

The Pharmacy
Guild of Australia
NSW Branch




